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Prospect Hill Conservation Management Plan

and as a rare geological and topographic 

feature should be maintained, 

conserved, interpreted and protected 

as the formation is still apparent despite 

extensive quarrying.

• Prospect Hill has historic, social and 

spiritual signifi cance for Aboriginal people 

as a place visited in pre-European 

times, as the location of their earliest 

experience of European farms, as 

the area associated with Aboriginal 

resistance to the European incursion, 

and with the 1805 meeting which 

marked the beginning of the long road to 

reconciliation.  Subject to ratifi cation by 

the Aboriginal community interpretation 

should address signifi cant elements of 

Aboriginal and shared history.

• The social and historical signifi cance 

of Prospect is linked to its past and 

present use as a place of excursion 

and exploration to an Australian and 

worldwide community. This should be 

maintained, facilitated and interpreted.

• Prospect Hill is one of the earliest 

examples of European agricultural and 

quarrying developments.  This should 

be interpreted as part of ongoing 

development in western Sydney.

• Maintain the views from Prospect Hill 

towards Blue Mountains, the City 

of Sydney, Bella Vista Homestead, 

Prospect Reservoir, St Bartholomew’s 

Church and former Veteran Hall site.

• Examine the layout and position 

of original Crown Grants.  The 

reinterpretation of original boundaries is 

to be included in the planning for new 

development.

• The signifi cance of the area and items 

within the area should be interpreted and 

be presented to the public in an easily 

accessible form.

• The remnant native fl ora and fauna 

habitat and natural signifi cance of the 

Cumberland Plain Woodland present on 

the ridgeline of Prospect Hill should be 

protected and managed.

• The outstanding aesthetic signifi cance 

of Prospect Hill, its setting, vistas and 

elements should not be compromised.

• Prospect Hill should be integrated with 

the recreational activities of Prospect 

Reservoir’s Western Sydney Regional 

Parklands.  Modifi cation or alterations to 

the whole site should have regard for the 

overall extant of Prospect Hill as well as 

individual elements.

• The extensive history of the area could be 

used as the basis for producing school 

education kits for primary and secondary 

schools, which could be sold and 

used as part of initiating an education 

program.

• An opportunity exists for the removal or 

adaptation of landscape features that are 

intrusive or have little signifi cance (such 

as the Pinus Radiata, exotic plantings, 

which area considered to be of low 

ecological value) so as to reveal the 

greater cultural signifi cance of Prospect 

Hill.

• Decisions about landscaping works, 

maintenance, repairs, adaptation of 

the fabric, should always take into 

account the impact on the signifi cance 

of Prospect Hill as a whole as well as the 

individual components contained within 

its boundary.

• Potential exists to link the Prospect Hill 

SHR Area with other green corridors.

• Prospect Hill should be valued and 

preserved for its signifi cant character 

as visual and potentially common open 

space in the framework of planned 

residential and employment development 

at Pemulwuy.

• Prospect Hill as an open space area 

should be protected due to its ecological 

values relating to the remnant/replanted 

native vegetation and ecological value as 

wildlife habitat.

• No cultural objects have been identifi ed 

within the Prospect Hill heritage curtilage, 

and scientifi c signifi cance is therefore not 

a direct issue. However since there is 

some possibility that cultural material is 

present, potential scientifi c signifi cance 

needs to be taken into account in the 

management of the landscape, so that 

there is no further disturbance of what 

structural integrity remains.



iv Q:\04.047\Reports\Conservation Management Plan\Prospect Hill - 18.10.05 

Prospect Hill Conservation Management Plan

Constraints, Issues and 

Opportunities Arising from the 

Physical Condition of Prospect 

Hill
• Most of the SHR Area is highly disturbed 

and most of the vegetation in the SHR 

Area has been cleared as part of its long 

history of quarrying and associated land 

uses.

• Due to previous disturbance to the 

SHR Area it is imperative to protect 

the remaining integrity of the crown of 

Prospect Hill.

• The preservation of the ridge top should 

achieve conservation of both heritage 

and scenic values.

• The SHR Area occupies a steep 

section of land with an average grade 

of approximately 1 in 5.  Careful 

management of the site will be required 

for all activities to ensure that soil erosion 

control and site stability is maintained.

• The SHR Area is dominated by a canopy 

of existing mature Pines (Pinus radiata) 

that were planted by Boral Resources 

in the period between 1960-1970, 

which provides an opportunity for 

removal.  Interspersed within this exotic 

canopy cover, scatterings of remnant 

native canopy tree species are also 

present.  The groundcover within the 

Pine Plantation remains a mixture of both 

exotic and native herbs and grasses 

across most of the SHR Area with 

only small sections of highly degraded 

(and exotic species dominated) areas 

occurring.  There is an opportunity to 

promote signifi cant native vegetation and 

remove intrusive vegetation.

• One of the main heritage constraints 

relates to native (not locally indigenous) 

Moreton Bay Figs (H4 - H7 trees), which 

are linked to the 19th century landscape 

plantings within the SHR Area, none 

of the plantings appear to have been 

previously identifi ed by the Heritage 

Offi ce. 

• There is opportunity to remove the 

existing pine plantation progressively and 

reconstruct a native plant community 

representative of the original Cumberland 

Plain community that once dominated 

the site.  This would ensure that the initial 

predominant land use of the SHR Area as 

open space is retained.

• Due to a severe storm event that heavily 

impacted upon the entire Greystanes 

Estate site in 2002, a large section of 

the existing pine plantation was badly 

damaged, with the majority of mature 

pines being either severely damaged or 

wind thrown.  Signifi cant wind damage 

also occurred to remnant native trees 

within the SHR Area.  There has also 

been the death of individual pines 

throughout the plantation since the 

storm event in 2002 and this may be 

attributable to pathogen attack following 

wind damage and/or the cumulative 

affect of recent drought conditions.  

The effect of the storm damage to the 

plantation requires a re-evaluation of 

the priorities for staged pine removal 

and reconstructive plantings and 

management.  A large area of the 

plantation has been so adversely 

impacted by the storm damage that, 

for safety reasons alone, the entire wind 

thrown area and all of the individual 

damaged or dead pines need to be 

removed as part of the stage one works.  

Other stage one imperatives for the 

restoration process is the need to clear 

pines from around the mature remnant 

indigenous canopy trees present.  This 

will reduce competition from the pines 

and assist in promoting the natural 

regeneration of the Eucalyptus species 

present.  The two-stage approach 

for pine removal will result in a more 

signifi cantly visual impact than originally 

planned, but is now considered 

unavoidable due to the extent of storm 

damage and restoration priorities for the 

area. (Spackman and Mossop Landscape 

Architects and Ian Perkins Consulting 

Services, Bushland Management Plan, 

Northern Residential Lands Greystanes Estate, 

Dec 2003, pp 15-16). An independent 

Landscape Heritage Specialist should 

confi rm this analysis and approach.

• The regenerated ridge top woodland 

should primarily be for passive use 

and should be an interpretational and 

education resource.
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• There is opportunity to provide minor 

recreational facilities such as unobtrusive 

walking tracks, lookout picnic nodes and 

play spaces.  The location of the pathway 

should be determined in consultation 

with the local Aboriginal Land Council.

The location of the lookout points should 

correspond with positions along the 

ridge top that provide the highest visual 

amenity to views looking out but should 

not be visible when looking towards 

Prospect Hill from the surrounding area. 

• A positive constraint of the SHR Area is 

the need for ongoing consultation with 

the local Aboriginal Land Council and 

local community as development of 

the SHR Area adjoining residential and 

employment lands proceeds.

• Development should be planned to 

minimise impacts on areas of high 

biodiversity or Aboriginal Heritage 

signifi cance and should seek to enhance 

the values of these area.

• If large trees are to be removed from the 

site they should be sawn off at ground 

level rather than pushed over with 

heavy machinery, to minimise ground 

disturbance and any sub-surface cultural 

material, which may be present. 

• Proposals for construction of walkways, 

lookouts and other facilities should be 

made available to the Local Aboriginal 

Land Council and local community 

prior to construction, and associated 

earthworks should be monitored by the 

Local Aboriginal Land Council

• Any relics discovered during sub-surface 

disturbance or excavation of the site 

should be brought to the notice of an 

archaeologist and should not be further 

disturbed until the archaeologist has 

inspected the site.  This is to be in 

accordance with Section 146 of the 

Heritage Act: Notifi cation of discovery of 

relic.

 A person who is aware or believes that 

he or she has discovered or located a 

relic (in any circumstances, and whether 

or not the person has been issued with 

an excavation permit) must:

 a) Within a reasonable time after he 

or she fi rst becomes aware or believes 

that he or she has discovered or located 

that relic, notify the Heritage Council of 

the location of the relic, unless he or she 

believes on reasonable grounds that the 

Heritage Council is aware of the location 

of the relic, and

 b) Within the period required by the 

Heritage Council, furnish the Heritage 

Council with such information concerning 

the relic as the Heritage Council may 

reasonably require.

• Proposed development within the 

expanded heritage curtilage of the 

Prospect Hill SHR Area (6.0 Policies) 

should be sympathetic in scale, form, 

proportion, colour and height so as to 

respect the heritage values of Prospect 

Hill as well as not adversely affecting 

views to and from the ridgeline. 

Feasible Uses
As Prospect Hill is a listed heritage item 

on Holroyd City Council’s LEP and DCP 

it is a requirement for any change of use 

or redevelopment of a site that a Heritage 

Impact Statement accompany Development 

Applications which may effect the site 

(Holroyd City Council DCP 39-Heritage, 

Clause 48). 

The future use of Prospect Hill needs to be 

addressed in order to protect the heritage 

signifi cance of the place. The consideration 

of feasible uses for the site or portions of it 

has to take into account a number of factors 

that will allow each proposed use to be 

assessed. Included in these are:

• The Statement of Signifi cance

• The Conservation Policy

• Economic viability

• Local planning requirements 

• Heritage Council requirements

• Interpretation of the site and its history

• The retention and enhancement of 

elements designated as important by 

Council and the community i.e. views, 

vistas

• The current use 

• Uses, which are sympathetic with the 

history and nature of the site and its 

surroundings. 

• Ongoing community facilities
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Conservation Policy 
The purpose of the conservation policies set 

out in the Conservation Management Plan 

is to provide an in-principle guide to actions 

to be followed in the development, care, 

maintenance and long term use of Prospect 

Hill so that its natural, Aboriginal and cultural 

signifi cance is retained, protected and 

enhanced.

The policies provide a guide for the 

conservation of Prospect Hill and any future 

development.  Conservation policies are 

aimed at balancing the current owner’s 

requirements and identifying key heritage 

conservation priorities to facilitate appropriate 

interpretation and use of the site, which 

ultimately ensures its viability and community 

value.  Policies relating to possible future 

development of the SHR Area within the 

private domain, use as open space and other 

feasible uses are discussed and “acceptable 

levels of change” are incorporated which are 

compatible with retaining or enhancing the 

natural, Aboriginal and cultural signifi cance 

of Prospect Hill with respect to the various 

levels of signifi cance.  These policies act 

as a guide to Council in the future use and 

design of the Hill in a manner that it retains 

its heritage signifi cance.  The policies 

look to outline options for the Fabric and 

Setting of Prospect Hill which identify the 

most appropriate way to conserve the item 

and its setting. Policies are developed in 

relation to recorded and potential Aboriginal 

sites.  Interpretation Policies recommend 

the preparation of an interpretation strategy 

for the whole item or elements of it.  These 

policies ensure that interpretation is not 

confused with functional or logistical 

requirements of site visitors. Policies on 

Intervention identify the degree of physical 

intervention acceptable for non-conservation 

purposes as well as how any essential 

intervention is to be recorded.  Policies also 

identify priorities for urgent conservation 

works.
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1.0  Introduction

1.1 The Brief

The Prospect Hill SHR Area was listed on the 

NSW State Heritage Register on 16th October 

2003.  The listing recognises that Prospect 

Hill SHR Area is of State Signifi cance.  

Under the NSW Heritage Act 1977, a 

Conservation Management Plan must be 

prepared for items listed on the Register.  

Works undertaken in accordance with a 

Conservation Management Plan endorsed 

by the Heritage Council do not require the 

approvals otherwise required under Section 

60 of the Heritage Act.

On the 19 July 2004 Holroyd City Council 

commissioned Conybeare Morrison (CM+) 

to prepare a Conservation Management Plan 

for a section of Prospect Hill, Prospect. 

A Conservation Management Plan was 

required for Prospect Hill SHR Area by 

Council on behalf of the current landowners/

developers to ensure that the future use and 

design of the Hill is undertaken in a manner 

that it retains its nominated Aboriginal 

and European heritage signifi cance. The 

Conservation Management Plan will be a 

document that can be endorsed by both 

Council and the NSW Heritage Offi ce.

The objective of the Conservation 

Management Plan is to provide Council 

with an understanding of the heritage item 

in terms of its historical and geographical 

context, its research potential and 

importance to the community.  It is to provide 

an updated Statement of Signifi cance 

via analysis of documentary and physical 

evidence to further determine the nature, 

extent and degree of signifi cance of the 

heritage item. The Conservation Management 

Plan is to develop a Conservation Policy, 

arising out of the statement of heritage 

signifi cance, to guide current and future 

owners on the design potential of the item 

and its ongoing maintenance. It is to examine 

constraints and opportunities for future 

use and design and recommend how the 

heritage item can best be managed whilst 

bearing in mind those responsible and 

interested in its ongoing conservation.  It 

will include proposals to periodically review 

the Conservation Management Plan and the 

item’s maintenance.
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1.2 Site Location

The Prospect Hill SHR Area is located on 

the east side of the Cumberland Plain within 

the City of Holroyd, NSW, in close proximity 

to Prospect Reservoir.  The Municipality of 

Holroyd lies about 25 kilometres west of the 

Central Business District of Sydney, halfway 

between the city and the Blue Mountains and 

is just south west of Parramatta at the head 

of Parramatta River (Figure 1.1).  At the 2001 

Census 90,119 people were recorded as 

living within the city.  It covers an area of 39.2 

square kilometres, bounded by the western 

and southern railways on the north and east 

respectively, by Prospect Creek to the south 

and to the west, a line just east of Prospect 

Reservoir (Figure 1.2).  

The SHR Area identifi ed as Prospect 

Hill is situated within the Holroyd Local 

Government Area and is part of the 

redevelopment area at Pemulwuy (formerly 

Prospect) covered by State Environmental 

Planning Policy No. 59-Central Western 

Sydney Economic and Employment Area 

(SEPP 59) (Figure 1.3, 1.4a and 1.4b).  

Prospect was recently renamed as part of a 

new suburb in Holroyd’s local government 

area called Pemulwuy, in honour of the 

legendary Aboriginal warrior. The name 

recognises the Aboriginal signifi cance of the 

site by acknowledging the fearless Aboriginal 

leader who played an important role in the 

early history of the area.  Holroyd Council 

is surrounded by Fairfi eld, Blacktown and 

Parramatta Council (Figure 1.5 and 1.6).

Prospect Hill is a major topographic feature 

as Sydney’s largest body of igneous rock 

which rises to a height of 117 metres above 

sea level.  The entire hill, of which the SHR 

Area is a part, is a large U-shaped ridge that 

is approximately 2130m long in a north-south 

direction and 1070m wide in an east-west 

direction covering an area of some 280 

hectares.  Prior to quarrying the centre of 

the hill was depressed some 46 m below the 

level of the surrounding ridge.  

The Prospect Hill SHR Area is located at 

the southwest corner of Lot 3 DP 802794 

owned by Stockland Corporation, the south 

east side of Lot 107 DP 1028208 owned 

by National Australia Bank Super Fund, the 

south east side of Lot 409 DP 1040113 

owned by Macquarie Goodman and on 

the northwest side of Lot 145 DP 1061621 

owned by Boral (Figure 1.7).   

The SHR Area extends 1.2 kilometres 

from north to south, is a maximum of 250 

metres wide and a minimum of less than 

50 metres (Figure 1.8 and 1.9).  This long 

narrow strip of land is principally confi ned to 

elevated landscape north and south of the 

Greystanes trig as shown on the Prospect 1:

25,000 2nd edition map sheet 9030-II-N.  The 

northern quarter of the Prospect Hill SHR 

Area includes a crest and northern slope, 

the remainder consists entirely of east facing 

slope.  The highest point of this section of the 

elevated landmass, where the Greystanes 

trig was located, has been quarried and no 

longer exists.

Figure 1.1: Location of Prospect in Sydney 




